
Society, at the head of whom were John Steams,
John Watson and others, some of whom are still liv¬
ing ; while the same society was represented on the
committee to report a National Code of Ethics by
one of the most eminent of all her members, Dr.
Alonzo Clark. We call to remembrance these facts,
simply to show that the New York State Medical So¬
ciety had her full share of influence in framing and
adopting both the Constitution and Code of Ethics
of the National Association. The declaration of the
convention in 1846 that it was "expedient for the
medical profession of the United States to institute a

National Medical Association" was cordially sus¬

tained by the votes of her delegates in that conven¬

tion ; as was also the second clause of the constitu¬
tion, adopted by the adjourned convention in 1847,
which declares that " the members of this institution
^The National Association) shall collectively represent
and have cognizance of the common interests of the
medicalprofession in every part of the United States."
It is thus seen that the New York Society entered

fully into co-operation with the State societies and
medical institutions of all the other States in forming
the American Medical Association, and committing
to it the control of the common interests of the whole
profession, and especially in preparing and adopting
a Code of Ethics which should be uniform in " every
part" of the country. Having done this, and hav¬
ing continued such co-operation by annually appoint¬
ing her full quota of delegates to the regular meet¬

ings of the national organization, she was bound by
every principle of honor, nay, even by the most com¬
mon sense of propriety, if she desired changes in the
National Code of Ethics or the rules for regulating
professional intercourse ; to formulate such changes
and request or instruct her delegates to present them
in due form for the consideration of the National
Association. Under the rules of that Association
such presentation would necessarily have been re¬

ceived, printed in the minutes of the meeting for the in¬
formation of all the members, and have come up under
the rules at the next annual meeting for full consider¬
ation and final action in open meeting of the Asso¬
ciation. Such a course would have been, not only
in accordance with the rules of the national organi¬
zation, to which had been committed this most im¬
portant interest common to the whole profession, but
it would have been equally consonant with the honor
of the New York Society, and with the mutual rela¬
tions she had entered into with her sister societies in
the other States of the Union. That she did not take
this course so plainly open to her, and so obviously in
consonance with her obligations to the profession at

large, is not only well known, but fully acknowledged
in the ' ' little book ' ' before us, as the following quo¬
tation from the preface will show : "From past ex¬
perience it was felt that it would be useless to present
the matter to the American Medical Association for
action, and it was decided that the change should be
made by the State Medical Society."
What "past experience" is here alluded to? Had

the New York Society or the society of any other
State ever asked the National Association to alter a
single paragraph of its Code of Ethics ? Had any
one of the eleven contributors to this book ever pre¬
sented an amendment or alteration of the Code to the
Association for its consideration and action ? Is
there anything on record in the past history of the
Association indicating an unwillingness to listen to
propositions for revising or amending the Code of
Ethics. On the contrary, had not the Association
actually had under consideration, in the very manner
I have indicated, and finally adopted, an addition to
the Code only the very year previous to the inde¬
pendent action of the New York Society ? The an¬
swer to each of these questions is obvious ; and the
pretence of "past experience" is a mere afterthought,
as unmanly as it is destitute of any foundation in the
facts of history.
No subterfuge or pretense can cover up the naked

fact that in the action of the New York Society abol¬
ishing the national Code and adopting a substitute
of her own, she acted in total disregard for her obli¬
gations to the national organization she had helped
to create, and in which she had at the time a full
corps of delegates ; in contempt for her sister socie¬
ties in other States, which had become joint constitu¬
encies with her ; and in disrespect for her own dele¬
gates. It is this disintegrating or disorganizingmethod
of action adopted by the New York Society that is
more objectionable than any other feature of her work.
Should her example be followed by the profession of
other States, two decades would not pass before the
profession of our country would be back in the same
social and ethical condition so graphically described
by Dr. Drake half a century ago, as quoted by our
Crawfordsville correspondent in the present number
of the Journal—see page ioS.

Ohio State Sanitary Association.\p=m-\ The first
meeting of this proposed State organization is to be
held in the City Hall, Columbus, Ohio, on the 14th
and 15th days of February, 1884, commencing at 10
A.M. The programme provides for a two days session
and a permanent organization. A fair number of
papers on important subjects are promised, and there
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are ample assurances that the meeting will be well
attended, and will exert an important influence on

the future sanitary interests of that wealthy and popu-
lous State.
The following railroads will return delegates at the

rate of one cent per mile, upon presentation to the
ticket agents at Columbus of a certificate that they
have paid full fare one way, signed by the Secretary
of the Association :

Indiana, Bloomington & Western.
Columbus, Hocking Valley & Toledo.
Cleveland, Akron & Columbus.
Scioto Valley.
Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis.
Ohio Central.
The following railroads will sell round trip tickets

to all persons who will attend the meeting of the As¬
sociation, at two cents per mile, upon presentation to
the local ticket agent of a certificate furnished for
that purpose :

Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & St. Louis or C. St. L. &
P. R. R.
Baltimore & Ohio.
These certificates will be forwarded on application

to R. Harvey Reed, Acting Secretary, Mansfield,Ohio.
A Proposed National Pharmacop\l=oe\ia.\p=m-\ In the

House of Representatives; January 8, 1884, read
twice, referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and ordered to be printed, Mr. Randall intro-
duced the following bill :
" A bill to prepare and publish a national pharma-

cop\l=oe\ia for the United States :
' Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentative of the United States ofAmerica in Congress
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, as
soon aspracticable, detail two officers of the Marine
Hospital service, and the Secretary of War shall detail
two officers of the medical staff of the Army, and the
Secretary of the Navy shall detail two officers of
the medical staff of theNavy, for the duty of com-
piling and preparing a pharmacop\l=oe\ia, which shall
be known as the "National Pharmacop\l=oe\ia of theUnited States of America," and shall be held and
accepted as the standard for the purveying, com-
pounding and dispensing of drugs or medicinal
agents, and shall be taken as authority in the Treas¬
ury Department on all questions arising under thetariff laws of the United States with regard to the
nomenclature, description and purity of drugs or
remedial agents, and shall further be received in evi¬
dence in the United States courts. And the matters
contained in the said pharmacopoeia shall be free for
use by all authors and commentators for the benefit
of the medical and pharmaceutical professions and of
the community at large ; and it shall not be lawful
for any one to reprint and publish the said pharma¬copoeia as a whole.

' Sec 2. That the medical officers detailed as
above provided shall invite the American Medical
Association and the American Pharmaceutical Asso¬
ciation, at their next annual meetings, to form com¬
mittees of not more than three members from each of
the said associations, which committees, if so ap¬
pointed, may co-operate with the above-named med¬
ical officers in the preparation of the said pharmaco¬
poeia, forming a board which shall have power from
time to time to add to its number as may in its
judgment be necessary, and which shall elect a chair¬
man and a secretary, and adopt such rules as it shall·
see fit for the expediting and perfecting of the said
pharmacopoeia, which, when completed, shall be
printed under the supervision of the said board ; and
an edition of not less than 5,000 copies shall be·
printed for use in the several Departments of the
Government of the United States ; and copies may
be furnished to private persons in accordance with
the provisions of section 3,809 of the Revised-
Statutes.
'Sec. 3. That for the purpose of defraying the-

necessary expenses of preparing the said pharmaco¬
poeia the sum of $5,000 is hereby appropriated out of
any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropri¬
ated, and the same shall be disbursed under regula¬
tions to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treas¬
ury.

' Sec 4. That the said pharmacopoeia shall be re¬
vised once in ten years, upon the plan embodied in
this act.' "
The above bill, if it becomes a law, provides for

the preparation and publication of a work of much
importance, both to the medical departments of the
public service and to the whole profession.
The method of supervision and preparation pro¬

vided in the bill secures as much freedom from local
and partisan influences, and imparts to it as much of
a truly national character, as is possible, while the·
publication by the government removes it entirely
from the field of financial strife or competition. We
hope individual members of the profession in every
State will use what influence they have with their
representatives in Congress, promptly, in favor of the
passage of the above bill.

The Archives of Pedriatrics.\p=m-\ We have re-

ceived the first number of this new monthly medical
journal, devoted entirely to the diseases of infants
and children. It is published in Jersey City, under
the direct editorship of William Perry Watson, A.M.,
M.D., and an able corps of assistants or collaborators
in the principal cities of this country and some in
Europe. The journal contains sixty-four pages of
reading matter, occupied by original articles, clinical
lectures, clinical memoranda, translations, and ab-
stracts. It devotes no space to advertisements of
any kind. We wish the new enterprise an abundant
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